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Crime Prevention Activities from the Perspective of the German Presidency of the European Union
The catalogue of this Congress says: “The presentation will give an overview of the major activities in the field of crime prevention during the German Presidency of the EU. It will provide information about events, conferences and developments in European and other international bodies, especially the European Crime Prevention Network (EUCPN) “. 

It was only three years ago, at the 9th Congress in Stuttgart, when I had the pleasure of giving a presentation about the EUCPN, its structure and work. At that time the EUCPN was undergoing a serious crisis. Lack of secretarial and financial resources, lack of visibility and substantial output were the main deficits. But those people who worked towards a funeral of the EUCPN –and there were some - had come to the wrong place. The EUCPN underwent an effective reform process in the meantime, which was initiated by the Member States. I am glad that I can introduce to you Mr Tobias Plate, the current chairman of the EUCPN, who will inform us about the reform process and the activities of the EUCPN. Most of all we would like to know from him if the EUCPN is consolidated now and if it is a model for the future. But before that I would like to share some information with you about several other activities in the field of crime prevention during  the past 5 months and 19 days.

One cornerstone of international crime prevention activities is of course the Crime Commission of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (short: UNODC), which has 40 Member States, one of which is Germany. This year`s session of the Commission was shorter than in the past and lasted one week only. But nevertheless 18 resolutions were discussed and adopted. I can congratulate the Commission for this successful work without praising myself, because the first time inseveral years, I was unable to attend this year´s session.
I. 16th Session of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna, 23-27 April 2007

I would now like to give a short overview about the outcome of the last Session of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna:

●
The main topics in the thematic debate were:


-
Crime prevention activities in the field of urban crime

-
Crime prevention responses to sexual exploitation of children
Concerning the resolutions the main issues were
-
The UN Global Initiative to fight Human trafficking planned by the UNODC and the way MS could influence  this initiative.
-
The role of the UNODC in the field of combating terrorism.

- 
UN principles in crime prevention and criminal justice (“Standards and norms”) and the utility of further questionnaires in this field. Background: UNODC formulates and promotes internationally recognized principles in areas like protection of victims, alternatives to imprisonment, treatment of prisoners. Many countries have relied on these standards while reforming their national law. The Crime Commision is actually evaluating the use of Standards and Norms. 


The EU was able to support several resolutions  and is increasingly speaking with one voice at the meetings of the Crime Commission. The statements covering the main topics previously held by single member states are now prepared, coordinated, and read out by the EU-Presidency, not excluding member states from giving their own presentations (but it is getting more and more out of fashion). Of course with this practice the statements gain importance. 

The plans of the Commision for the future are as follows:

- 
the topics of the thematic debates of the following sessions will be “violence against women” for 2008 and “economic fraud and identity-related crime” or “Penal reform and the reduction of prison overcrowding” for 2009

· the 12th UN Crime Congress will take place in 2010 in Brazil or in Quatar. The agenda and the themes must still be discussed.
II. Activities in the European Union
During the EU Presidency major efforts were undertaken to improve international judicial cooperation in criminal matters such as EU-wide networking in criminal records. Agreement was reached by the EU Ministers of Justice to improve the exchange of information on criminal matters. There will be no new centralised European register, but the Framework Decision obliges Member States to inform home states of convictions of their nationals. Another example is the general agreement reached by the Ministers of Justice on cross-border cooperation concerning sentences of probation and alternative sanctions (community service work, social training, restorative justice). 

The relevance of crime prevention in different areas of crime was underlined during the German Presidency. But there was a clear focus on the protection of children and juveniles, especially on child-related offences via the Internet or the so-called new techniques. 
There were three major activities in this field: 

1. The German Presidency organised an EUCPN-Seminar “Dangers of the Internet for Children and Juveniles”, which highlighted concepts from different areas like media education, medicine, and crime prevention. That seminar took place in Wiesbaden on June 1. Only a few days later in Berlin, we hosted the first meeting of the “European Forum on the Rights of the Child.”
2. "European Forum on the Rights of the Child"

The forum, which will meet at regular intervals in future, was held in Berlin with opening remarks by Vice President Frattini and Justice Minister Zypries. The launch of the forum was attended by more than 200 experts from different EU-Institutions, ministries and NGOs.
●
The forum is based on a Commission initiative from 2006 and intended as an instrument for promoting the effective exchange of information and good practices, as well as establishing a network of the stakeholders in the field of protecting children`s rights, be they governmental or non-governmental organisations. 

●
The discussion at the first meeting focused on the role of the judicial authorities in safeguarding and fostering children's rights. In particular, the protection of children against violence and sexual exploitation were the key topics of discussion.
-
The experts discussed repressive and preventive concepts to combat child pornography and paedophilia.
- 
For example, the presentation of the Berlin Approach of Therapeutic Primary prevention of child abuse of the University Hospital Charité, Berlin attracted a lot of attention. This is a unique therapeutic project for prevention of child abuse which became widely known in Germany because of a media campaign with the motto “do you love children more than you’d like?” As a result of this campaign, several hundred men volunteered for therapeutic treatment. The aim is to offer and investigate the effectiveness of preventive treatment for men with sexual impulses towards children before they act upon them.
· Another focal point of the Conference was the presentation of the achievements of legal prosecution in the field of internet child pornography: The public prosecutor`s office of Halle, Germany, is conducting a criminal investigation against thousands of people worldwide who have ordered child pornography products on the Internet and paid for them by credit card. In cooperation with credit card companies, it was possible to identify them. For the first time all German credit cards (more than 20 million) were checked for certain search criteria, such as the payment of a certain amount of money and a transfer of this amount to a certain company.
A final declaration was issued at the end of the forum. The declaration encourages the development and implementation of strategies to promote the rights of children at the national and international levels, especially for the effective implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The benefits of close cooperation between all the stakeholders of the Forum were stressed so as to derive mutual benefit from existing good practices and exploit synergies.

3. Killer-/Violent videos
At the initiative of the German Presidency, an initial exchange of opinions took place at the informal meeting of Justice Ministers in Dresden in January with regard to the increasing dangers posed to young people due to their consumption of killer and violent videos. They decided that further work should initially focus on clarifying the various rules in the Member States. 

A report with the responses of the Member States to a detailed questionnaire was presented at the JHA Council meeting last week . With this, the Member States for the first time have a comprehensive compendium which contains both the legal foundations and legal practice.

 Last week, the EU Justice Ministers agreed to take additional steps based upon this work. They brought up Europol, which already has experiences in this field and could take action in cooperation with national bodies to protect children throughout the EU. It was announced that the debate would continue during the Portuguese Presidency. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
let us now turn to the EUCPN. 

Before I give the floor to Dr. Plate, allow me to say that I was already involved in the birth of this European baby, which saw the light of day in 2001. The Federal Ministries of Justice and Interior are alternating in the role of the National Representative in this organisation and Mr Plate kindly enough took over the chair for the very busy time of the German Presidency. Mr Plate, over to you. 

� For questions please contact: Boenke-de@bmj.bund.de





